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Last Saturday, April 10, Wings hosted its 24th annual Easter Party in Albuquerque. What a joyous
time it was! We celebrated all of Holy Week from waving palm branches, singing, Jesus carrying the
cross and then finding the tomb empty and shouting out — Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed!

Singing—Bible Story—Dying
Easter Eggs—Pizza & Cookies
Easter Relay

Wings 24th Annual Wings Easter Community Party
Netherwood Park Church
Albuquerque, NM
April 13, 2019

Family Day Comments
Wings For LIFE International hosted its 24th Wings Easter Family Day at Second Presbyterian
Church on April 13, 2019. Set-up included sorting through the many “costumes” that Wings has.
Since the Bible story was the enactment of Holy Week from Palm Sunday through Easter,
everyone was in costume. We had Jesus, Mary and the women, the disciples, the soldiers, High
Priests, angels, and all the people in all the various scenes. It took a while to find costumes for
everyone.
Next the eggs, “baskets” and coloring tubs were set-up for the children to decorate Easter eggs.
Additional crafts were set up that included card and book marker materials, and supplies to
make butterflies out of newspaper.
The kitchen team was busy making platters of homemade cookies, preparing the crystal light
lemonade, and getting the serving bags ready.
Once everything was set, Ann Edenfield Sweet, Wings Founder and Executive Director, led
everyone in mixers where we got to know one another.
The Family Day began with an opening prayer. Then Ann, along with many volunteers and
children, led fun, interactive singing! The crowd was shaking hands, giving high 5’s, and clapping
to the various rhythms. The music section closed with everyone singing “Jesus Loves Me” and
everyone signed the words with their hands.
The Bible story was the retelling and acting out of Holy Week. First Jesus entered on a donkey
and everyone waved palm branched and shouted out “Hosanna – Blessed is He who comes in the
name of the Lord!” The scene changed and next Judas kissed Jesus on the cheek, Peter cut off the
ear of the soldier, and Jesus was hauled away. The scene changed again and Jesus was carrying
the cross, the crowd shouted out “Crucify him!” Jesus hung on the cross and solders threw dice to
see who would get his clothing. It got dark and Jesus died on the cross. Three days later the
women went to the tomb where Jesus had been put. They found two angels and the stones rolled
away. The women realized that Jesus was risen and everyone then shouted out, “Christ is Risen!
Christ is Risen indeed!”
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Ann Edenfield Sweet then shared her personal story and how Wings was created. She shared
that Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with all families of prisoners
and returning citizens.
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It was a very meaningful Bible drama and later people said it had been much more meaningful
to them because they had been part of it and the story now took on new meaning.

During this time the children were busy decorating Easter eggs and making bookmarkers, cards,
and butterflies made out of recycled newspaper. It was a lovely day so the Easter egg dying
was outside in the beautiful sunshine.
Dinner was pizza, cookies, and Crystal Light Lemonade. There were dozens of delicious
homemade cookies that everyone enjoyed thoroughly. Lively discussion was held at each group of
10 people, and everyone enjoyed getting to know one another. People filled out the evaluation
forms and the comments are printed at the end of this report.
Everyone always waits for the fun table game to follow the pizza, and since we were celebrating
Easter everyone participated in a fun “Easter Relay”. People hopped like bunnies, plastic Easter
eggs were tossed, everyone donned a newly created paper plate “Easter Bonnet”, and a group
photo was taken at the end. Everyone enjoyed the crazy relay and had so much fun
participating.
The Family Day ended in a large circle prayer, with everyone holding hands, and being
reminded that we are all God’s children and Jesus died for each one of us.
Special THANKS to Netherwood Park Christian Church, all our donors, including The1697
Foundation, Guideposts Magazines, all the wonderful cookie bakers who baked the homemade
cookies, and the many area churches and individuals who helped us
The comments reflect the positive impact of the Wings Family Day. Duplicate comments were not
repeated.

I came to the Wings Easter Family Day today because:
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Volunteer.
I wanted to volunteer to help out.
We wanted to know more about the program.
To meet new people and share the Love of God.
Volunteer, interact with new people, and spending time with my daughter and her best
friend.
6. My mom and I volunteered to help set up and help children color eggs.
7. Our church was approached by Don Shapiro asking if we may allow Wings to hold the
Easter event here.
8. I received the E-Mail and I wanted to see what it was about.
9. My best friend invited me to come.
10. I was invited.
11. Our church hosted it. My family came to help and meet people.
12. Meet new people. Celebrate Easter with mom because my friend came.
13. To have fun.
14. I came to bring great-grandkids.
15. Netherwood member was invited by my mother Judy.
16. Because it was awesome.
17. Wings came to my church.
18. I wanted to support the family.
19. Of the Easter event.
20. I love God and Jesus.
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21. Netherwood sponsored the event.
22. To learn.
23. Easter basket and made eggs.
24. Court order, community service.
25. I wanted to meet new people and have fun.
26. I like it here.
27. To see Mrs. Ann.
28. I miss Ann and all the friendly faces.
29. I came to share the day with my son.
30. Table discussion
31. To spend time with my son.
32. I wanted to see my son.
33. See my brother.
34. I wanted to visit with my father and stepmother.
35. To support family member.
36. My grandson goes to school.
37. Family.
38. I like to party.
39. To serve the inmates and the family.
40. Being yourself.
41. To come see my friend.
42. To spend time with my family.
43. To see my friend.
44. I love my son and want to support him.
45. I came to see my Uncle.
46. I wanted to see my Uncle.
47. I enjoy family days and being a part of family visits.
48. I’m a volunteer.
49. Help out.
50. I have a friend in Jesus.
51. I’m visiting my dad.
52. To see my Dad.
53. I wanted to spend time with my family.
54. It’s a blessing to collaborate with Wings For LIFE.
55. I heard it was a good event.
56. I figured that I would learn from it and did see the baby of my son.
57. I wanted to enjoy time with my family.
58. Meet with family.
59. I am doing this as a part of my education and to give back to my community.
60. I came to see the hope families have.
61. I made a commitment to volunteer.
62. I wanted to spend the day with my family.
63. To help support the kids in the program.
64. Spend time with my grandkids.
65. To spend time with my auntie.
66. I work here and like to meet people.

The highlights of the Family Day for me were:
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The Play.
Dressing up.
Skit and dress up.
The skit, sharing pizza, Ann’s story.
The script and the story. Giving the opportunity to help organize. Was to be introduced to
Ann.
6. The script because I feel like it was an educational thing to the young children.
7. I really enjoyed acting out the Resurrection story. It’s a story that is always riveting and
never grows stale.
8. Wrapping up in a sheet.
9. I came late so I didn’t get to participate in the skit.
10. Skit and egg painting.
11. The information time of Wings For LIFE, meeting new people, and sharing the meal.
12. Painting eggs, skit, dressing Jesus for the skit.
13. Eating.
14. Watching the kids color eggs.
15. The play, what Wings For LIFE does, and egg dying.
16. Painting Easter eggs.
17. Watching the kids have fun and learning about God.
18. The smiles.
19. The story of Jesus of Nazareth.
20. Pizza.
21. Meeting the people.
22. The stories.
23. The play. I got to be the soldier.
24. Egg coloring.
25. Helping the kids make Easter baskets! Also seeing a friend I haven’t seen in a while.
26. The Easter eggs.
27. The eggs and food.
28. The acting and singing.
29. To know that we are all equal, and one of God’s children.
30. Table discussion.
31. All of it.
32. Hugging my son.
33. Seeing my brother.
34. Family and dedicated a song to my Dad.
35. Visiting catching up.
36. Seeing my son.
37. Family visiting.
38. Seeing my love!
39. Table discussion, music.
40. Seeing Mario.
41. The pizza.
42. Spending time with my kids.
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43. Hugging my friend.
44. Pizza.
45. We can be comfortable as a family.
46. Seeing my son, the singing, prayer, everything.
47. The best thing was that it was about the Word about God.
48. Getting to interact and be a part of my Uncle’s day.
49. Talking and sharing with the families during lunch.
50. Lunch conversation and Interaction.
51. The songs.
52. Visiting my dad.
53. The food.
54. Time with my family.
55. The story, singing.
56. Seeing my family and fellowship with other people.
57. The togetherness with all who were here.
58. Seeing my friend, haven’t seen in one year.
59. Play, the bond with family.
60. Bible drama, seeing families with smiles. Seeing people work as a team.
61. All the spirituality.
62. Music and the Holy Week drama.
63. Watching the egg coloring.
64. See my grandbabies coloring eggs and just having fun.
65. Coloring eggs.
66. I like being in the play and learning about Jesus.
67. Talking with people.
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1. Thanks for giving us Guidepost stories.
2. It’s a positive way for us to interact with family.
3. It brings not just family together, but people in general.
4. It gives loved ones a chance to support their inmate.
5. See my brother.
6. It is a positive time for everyone.
7. Positive family time.
8. It’s good for the kids to be with their dad.
9. Helps morale.
10. It lets families interact with their loved ones.
11. Wings brings hope, the opportunity to share God’s love and be with family.
12. Family can get reunited and like returning home.
13. My family and I love spending time with him.
14. So families can be reunited.
15. It’s good family time.
16. I want to keep seeing my friend.
17. God bless.
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Wings Family Days should be continued because:

18. It is supportive to family. Lots of fun.
19. Because it is fun and I like learning about God.
20. It gives us a chance to have fun with loved ones.
21. It’s a great opportunity for families to spend time together.
22. They are great.
23. Brings friends and family.
24. It’s a positive event for families of inmates.
25. They are fun.
26. It’s good family time.
27. It brings families together.
28. It allows us to be closer to our family.
29. Of the love I felt.
30. It gives returning citizens a chance to visit with their family.
31. God changes their lives though Wings.
32. It’s family oriented.
33. Getting with members and meeting friends.

I appreciate 1687 Foundation books, Guideposts Magazines, delicious donated
cookies, and want to tell all the sponsors thanks and:

Page

Good inspiring stories, good cookies.
Thanks for inviting.
God bless you all.
This was amazing and I’m inspired to tell everyone I know! Thank you so much for
promoting this!
5. Thank You.
6. I am glad you all helped.
7. God Bless; we appreciate everything.
8. Good pizza.
9. Keep reaching to those in need.
10. Good wishes.
11. Praise God.
12. Keep up the good work.
13. Without you this could not be possible.
14. I really am grateful and blessed to have this opportunity.
15. My brother.
16. It’s appreciated.
17. God bless.
18. Keep it up.
19. Nice that they have this for us. Very much appreciated.
20. Everyone/ God for giving us the opportunity.
21. Appreciated your time and donation.
22. God bless.
23. It was very nice, fun and informational. Thank you all.
24. Thank you for everything you did. Thank you.
25. I’m very thankful for it all.
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26. The cookies were awesome! The pizza was great!
27. It’s such a blessing to have our bodies, minds and spirits fed.
28. Good bye.
29. Please keep it up.
30. God is good, he sees what all of you are doing.
31. Hope they can continue their good work.
32. Thanks.
33. Keep it up with gracious gifts and great volunteers.
34. Good stories.
35. God bless them, I had a great time.
36. Reading.
37. Good cookies.

