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Wings For LIFE International HONORED AS

2016 TOP-RATED NONPROFIT!

GreatNonprofits.org Award is based on Positive
Online Reviews
WFLI has been honored with one of the first TopRated Awards of 2016 from GreatNonprofits! We
appreciate all of your comments & write more at
http://greatnonprofits.org/org/wings-ministry
Wings For LIFE International has been honored with a prestigious 2016 Top-Rated Award by Great Non-

profits, the leading provider of user reviews about nonprofit organizations. This is the 2nd year in a row
Wings has received this prestigious award.

“We are excited to be named a Top-Rated 2016 Nonprofit,” says Ann Edenfield Sweet, WFLI Executive
Director/Founder. We are proud of our accomplishments this year, including a contract with the New
Mexico Corrections Department, where we are hosting 19 prison Family Days in all 11 New Mexico
prisons.”
The Top-Rated Nonprofit award was based on the large number of positive reviews that Wings For LIFE
International received – reviews written by volunteers, donors and clients. People posted their personal
experience with Wings. For example, Darryl Graves, OH Reentry Director wrote, “I have known Ann and
supported Wings for over a decade now and I say without reservation that in my 25 years of correctional experience
this is one of the most positively impactful ministries available to incarcerated persons and their families. I appreciate the simplicity, sincerity and consistency of the Wings message and the professionalism of the kinds of volunteers
attracted to this ministry. I continue to promote the expansion of Wings in Ohio.”
While the Top‐Rated Awards run through the end of October, Wings For LIFE International was part of
the inaugural group to qualify for the year. In addition, Wings has been added to GreatNonprofits
#GivingTuesday Guide—an interactive guide to top nonprofits throughout the years. Look for this near the
holidays.
“Savvy donors want to see the impact of their donations more than ever,” said Perla Ni, CEO of GreatNonprofits. “People with direct experience with Wings For LIFE International have voted that the organization is making a real difference. Being on the Top-Rated list gives donors and volunteers more confidence
that this is a credible organization. The reviews by volunteers, clients and other donors show the on-theground results of this nonprofit. This award is a form of recognition by the community. Wings For LIFE
International’s mission is “Transforming lives to break the generational cycle of incarceration.”
About GreatNonprofits
GreatNonprofits is the leading site for donors and volunteers to find reviews and ratings of nonprofits.
Reviews on the site influence 30 million donation decisions a year. Visit www.greatnonprofits.org for more

information.

Wings Volunteer Rides Bike from ABQ to Baltimore!
WHY DID I RIDE? I was somewhat skeptical that I could raise
awareness of re-entry programs by riding my bicycle for two
months from Albuquerque to Baltimore. But, since the 90s I
have been concerned about lack of opportunities for those
released from prisons when I was a volunteer teacher at a
prison after donating law books to the Maryland House of
Corrections.
The self-help group that received them invited me to the
prison to be thanked. I went to the prison with some fear, but
that night I learned of hopes and dreams behind prison walls.
My fear dissolved. I realized most people locked up yearn
for normal lives with a home, a job, a car. I was asked to
teach a legal writing class. I agreed and taught several
years. Homework was completed timely; classroom discussions showed that all prepared thoroughly. I learned: Most in
prison have backgrounds of poverty; the average prisoner
reads at a 3rd grade level; virtually all want to put prison
behind them and lead productive lives.
Inspired, I changed my legal career to become a public
defender. I learned how few programs there are (compared
to the need) and how even with an attorney it is difficult to
persuade judges and the public of their merit. Not only do
the programs have long term value for the returning citizen they have long term value for society as a whole (reducing
future crimes and victims, creating tax payers, reuniting
families, saving money on the huge costs of incarceration).
I decided to combine my love of bicycling with my belief in
the value of re-entry programs. I am a Wings volunteer and
also know of additional wonderful re-entry programs and
social justice organizations. I wanted to both increase awareness of and raise funds for those programs that help with
positive re-entries back into society.
So, after months of training, I began my ride April 2, 2016. I
rode through deserts and hill country, on good and bad (no
shoulders) roads, over scary bridges, in heat and humidity
and sometimes rain, and even had a few ferry rides.
Many wonderful people expressed support. I met a Texas
family whose husband was helped by Victory Outreach. He
put addiction and incarceration behind him, holds a job, and
helps others released from prisons. A man at an Alabama
gas station responded negatively when I told him why I was
riding. After talking, he understood, bought me a cold soda,
and wished me well. I met two returning citizens in Florida
working on re-entry, one in charge of job outreach, the other
managing the program. Also in Florida, a woman whose
daughter is incarcerated is getting 12-step programs established for women returning citizens. Another Florida woman
networks with returning citizens and communities, educating on
the value of providing housing, health care, and job opportunities. A reporter in Georgia is now interested in re-entry
programs and asked me to send him more information.

Lindsay Waite

A Maryland family who never thought about the
difficulties of re-entry had many questions, but after
we talked, they were supportive. I got media coverage in New Mexico, Texas, Florida, Georgia, North
Carolina, and Maryland.
I have raised over $4,000 to be divided equally
between Wings For LIFE, Crossroads for Women,
Volunteers of America Chesapeake, and Goodwill
Industries of the Chesapeake. I am also putting
together a data base of all the organizations I
encountered and will share it with all interested. I'll
continue working on re-entry issues in New Mexico
as well.
Lindsay Waite

Wings For LIFE International
2270 D Wyoming Blvd NE #130
Albuquerque, NM 87112
505-291-6412

NONPROFIT
ORG
US POSTAGE
PAID
ALB NM
PERMIT NO 68

Transforming lives to break the generational cycle of incarceration.
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Facebook: at Wings-Ministry
Twitter: @WFLIabq
Instagram: WFLIabq
www.WingsForLIFEInternational.org
AnnEdenfield@WingsForLIFEInternational.org
See more photos at
http://wingsforlifeinternational.org/gallery.html

A child of a prisoner is faced with a daunting future.
Children of prisoners have a 72% chance of ending up
in prison themselves!*
But this does not have to be!
Your gift can make a difference in the life of a
child!

Wings For
LIFE Int’l
Reunites Families
& Restores Hope

Enclosed is my tax deductible gift for:
$500 $250
$100 $50$25
Other $

I would like to learn more about volunteer
opportunities in my area.

NAME:
ADDRESS:
CITY/STATE/ZIP:
PHONE:

EMAIL:
Wings is a 501(c) 3 not-for-profit organization.

Wings accepts United Way & company matching fund contributions
from anywhere in the U.S.

Please join us to recognize all the
Wings’ Champions who help support us
and make our world a better place!

Chick-fil-A & Family Life Radio help collect schools supplies for
21st Wings Back-To-School Party—St. John’s UMC Albuquerque

UNM Football Players Talk at WFL

July birthdays

Ukulele class at
WFL is FUN!
z
Bully Buddies

Colorado Correctional Center 6-11-16 Golden, CO

Clayton Correctional Facility 5-21-16

Lorain Correctional Facility 6-18-16
Grafton, OH
NE Women’s Reintegration—Cleveland, OH 6-16-16

Central NM Correctional Center 6-18-16 Level 1
Guadalupe County
Correctional Facility
Santa Rosa, NM
8-6-16
Sandwich Team

Central NM Correctional Facility
Level 2 Los Lunas, NM 6-18-16
Grafton, OH

Wings has a busy summer!
Reuniting families, creating positive
new memories, learning ways to cut
at-risk behaviors, & having FUN!

